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1 CEQA Exemption Report  

This report serves as the technical documentation of an environmental analysis performed for the 
proposed Lǎƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊƪ Project (project) located at 810 Camino Del Sur in Santa Barbara 
County. The intent of this analysis is to document whether the project is eligible for a Class 1, Class 
2, and Class 3 Categorical Exemption (CE), pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
ό/9v!ύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ 
consistency with the requirements for a Class 1, 2, and 3 CE. The report concludes that the project is 
eligible for these exemptions. 

1.1 Introduction  

Section 15301 of the CEQA Guidelines states that a Class 1 CE applies to the operation, repair, 
maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration to existing public or private 
structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no 
expansion of existing or former ǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Section 15302 of the CEQA Guidelines states that a Class 2 CE is for replacement or reconstruction of 
existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site as the 
structure replaced and will have the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced. 

Section 15303 of the CEQA Guidelines states that a Class 3 CE is for construction and location of 
limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment facilities 
in small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where 
only minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure.  

CEQA Guidelines Sections 15300.2(a) through (f) list specific exceptions for which a CE shall not be 
used. These exceptions are as follows: 

a. Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be 
located ς a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a 
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to 
apply in all instances, except where the project may impact an environmental resource of 
hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted 
pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

b. Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 

c. Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to 
unusual circumstances. 

d. Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic 
highway. This does not apply to improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted 
negative declaration or certified EIR. 

e. Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site 
which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 
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f. Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) evaluated the project in relation to the purpose of the Class 1, 2, 
and 3 exemption categories and these exceptions to an exemption ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
for the exemptions (Section 4 of this report). None of the exceptions would apply to the project; 
therefore, the project is eligible for Class 1, 2 and 3 CEs.  

1.2 Project Site and Existing Cond itions 

The project site is located at 810 Camino Del Sur, at its intersection with Picasso Road, in the 
community of Isla Vista in unincorporated Santa Barbara County. Figure 1 shows the regional 
location of the project site and Figure 2 shows the project location and surrounding land uses. The 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лтр-051-022 and measures approximately one 
acre in size. The site is currently developed with an existing park όLǎƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊƪύ that 
includes a play structure, restroom/storage structure, rock retaining walls, dirt pathways, and other 
park amenities such as benches. Undeveloped areas of the park are covered in nonnative grasses. 
There are approximately 23 trees located on the project site. Tree species on the project site 
include: Alnus rhombifolia, Ligustrum lucidum, Melaleuca nesophila, Pinus sabiniana, Platanus 
acerifolia, Pyrus calleryana, Quercus agrifolia, and Tipuana tipu. The site is accessible via on-street 
parking on Camino Del Sur and Picasso Road. See Figure 3 for photographs of the project site. 

The project site is surrounded by multi-family residential development to the north, south, east, and 
west (Figure 2). Picasso Road borders the site to the north and Camino Del Sur borders the site to 
the west. The site is approximately 2,000 feet north of the Pacific Ocean. 

1.3 Project Description  

The project would involve renovating ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ Lǎƭŀ ±ƛǎǘŀ. Renovation would 
include replacement and modernization of existing features and adding of new features to enhance 
the park. Existing features in the park would be replaced to provide Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) accessibility, install modernized nature-themed features, and improve overall site useability. 
Portions of the site would be cleared of existing turf, vegetation, and pavement to meet accessibility 
requirements, functional objectives, and aesthetic goals. The following existing park features would 
be replaced with similar modernized features:  

Á Playground, swings, and surfacing 

Á Non-accessible drinking fountain 

Á Non-accessible benches 

Á Non-accessible barbeque 

Á Non-accessible gazebo structure and 
related paving 

New features added to the site to replace those listed above would include a new playground with 
rubberized surfacing, accessible pathways, secondary nature paths, drinking fountain, and gathering 
area with barbeque and seating. 
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Figure 1 Regional Location  
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Figure 2 Project Site  
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Figure 3 Photographs of the Project Site  

 
Photograph 1. Existing park features including playground, restroom, and gazebo, viewed facing west 
toward Camino Del Sur. 

 
Photograph 2. Trail and trees in park, viewed facing east toward cul-de-sac.  


















